Licensing Committee
15 September 2008
Agenda Item 6

Ward: N/A

Proposed Hackney Carriage Tariff: Objections
Report by the Executive Head of Housing, Health & Community Safety
1.0

Summary

1.1

Following proposals from the taxi trade, the Committee set a revised tariff, subject
to public consultation, for the hire of hackney carriages.

1.2

As required by law, the tariff was advertised for consultation and 2 objections were
received.

1.3

The Committee are asked, after considering the objection, what tariff to set and,
when it should come into effect, though not later than 20 October 2008

2.0

Background

2.1

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 allows the Council to
set a table of fares by time and/or distance, together with all other charges, in
connection with the hire of a hackney carriage.

2.2

Any variation needs to be published in at least one local newspaper, setting out
the table of fares and allowing at least 14 days for objections to be made.

2.3

If no objections are received or if made have been withdrawn, then the table of
fares come into force on the date set out in the newspaper notice.

2.4

If objections are made, and are not withdrawn, then after consideration of the
objections, the table of fares, with or without modification, come into force at a
date set by the Council, the date being not later than 2 months after the original
date

2.5

When considering the tariff structure the Council must take into account the
following:-

(i)
(ii)

General inflation
The cost of fuel (typical prices in the district are: unleaded petrol 112.7 p/l, diesel
124.4 p/l)
Any increase in Hackney Carriage Fees imposed by the Council
the likely effect on the trade
the likely effect on the public
any other matter likely to have an effect on fares.

(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

3.0

Tariff and objection

3.1

The proposed tariff accepted by the Committee is shown in annex 1. (min. L/116/0809).

3.2

This was duly advertised.

3.3

Two objections to the proposed tariff were made within the time allowed for
responses and are shown in annex 2.

3.4

The tariff sets out the maximum fees and charges that can be demanded by from
the passengers of hackney carriages. It is a criminal offence to demand charges
that exceed that shown on the taximeter.

3.5

Statute and case law have determined that charges lower than the tariff can be
demanded. Consequently it is open to drivers to offer discount from the tariff
whether generally or specifically.

4.0

Decision

4.1

Section 65(4) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 1976 sets
out the decision process where an objection was received.

4.2

It requires, after consideration of the objections, that the committee decide:-

(i)
(ii)

Whether the table of fares will be modified or not.
The date on which the tariff will apply, being not later than 20 October 2008

5.0

Recommendation

5.1

It is recommended that the committee determines:

(i)

Whether the proposed table of fares and charges will be unchanged or modified,
and, if the latter, in what way.

(ii)

The date on which the table will apply, being not later than the 20 October 2008.

Local Government Act 1972
Background Papers:
None
Contact Officer:
Nigel Dawson
Environmental Health Manager (Commercial)
01273 263366
nigel.dawson@adur.gov.uk

Schedule of Other Matters
1.0

Council Objective

1.1

Setting of the tariffs will influence the investment in the local transport infrastructure.

2.0

Specific Action Plan

2.1

None

3.0

Sustainability Issues

3.1

Availability of public transport is an issue in private car use.

4.0

Equality Issues

4.1

Matter considered and no issues identified.

5.0

Community Safety issues (Section 17)

5.1

Matter considered but no issues identified

6.0

Human Rights Issues

6.1

Matter considered but no issues identified.

7.0

Reputation

7.1

This matter is unlikely to have any significant impact on the Council’s reputation

8.0

Consultations

8.1

The trade was consulted at a trade meeting. Any proposals for change would need
to be advertised and be subject to objections

9.0

Risk assessment

9.1

Considered and no risks identified.

10.0

Health & Safety Issues

10.1

Matter considered but no issues identified.

11.0

Procurement Strategy

11.1

Not applicable

12.0

Partnership Working

12.1

None. This is applicable only to the Adur District and the factors that effect and
pertain to the District.

