
            THE WORTHING SOCIETY Respondent no.CS8/438255 
 

Issue 2 
 
Whether the overall spatial strategy is sound having regard to the context 
and needs of the Borough? 
 
The Core Strategy does not provide a clear spatial vision for the Borough. It 
adopts objectives of regenerating the town centre, promoting sustainable 
development and protecting the natural environment, but also includes a 
large greenfield housing site at West Durrington. This inherent inconsistency 
between the objectives and policies of the CS means that it would not secure 
balanced and sustainable development across the Borough. However, if 
West Durrington is excluded, the CS does provide a clear spatial vision for 
the Borough, and is consistent with the requirement of PPS12. 
 
The CS does not adequately consider alternatives to greenfield housing land. 
The Borough provides projections of future building which exclude all 
windfall sites – even after the first 10 years of the CS – which show an excess 
provision of 365 dwellings in the published version of the CS and of 915 
dwellings in the annual monitoring report for 2008-09. As windfall sites 
provided 98% of new dwellings in Worthing from 2000-01 to 2008-09, their 
total exclusion from the CS is irrational, and understates the size of the 
alternatives to greenfield sites. 
 
The excess supply of sites and the exclusion of windfall sites provide a 
degree of flexibility to the CS. If economic circumstances led developers to 
withdraw from large allocated sites, it is likely that some development 
would continue on small windfall sites. However, no local authority has the 
power to ensure that its strategy is executed. Execution is in the hands of the 
private sector, and if developers consider that the schemes in the strategy 
will be unprofitable, they will not be built. 
 
The CS should therefore provide a contingency plan against the possibility 
that the strategy is not implemented. This plan could include less ambitious 
redevelopment plans for the strategic sites.  


