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Issue 1 
 
Whether the revocation of the South East Plan has been adequately dealt with in 
the policies and provisions of the Core Strategy? 
 
 
The revocation of the South East Plan deprives the Core Strategy of a 
justification for the target of 200 dwellings a year for 20 years. It is not enough 
for Worthing Borough Council to say that it considers 200 a year an appropriate 
rate of housebuilding,  and that it is the number set at the beginning of the 
preparation of the SE Plan.  Much work on population changes has been done 
since the Housing Needs Survey was published in 2004. It forecast an increase 
of 150 a year in the number of households from 2011 to 2021. 
 
WBC needs to introduce a new policy. Its preparation should begin with new 
projections of households, which should show the expected increase in the 
number of households among the existing population over the period of the 
Core Strategy. This projection would provide the base case for estimates of the 
need for housing in the borough. An estimate of the desirable level of net 
inward migration could be added to it. Possible objectives would be a stable 
population or stable workforce; the level of net outward commuting would also 
need to be considered. It increased by 1,840 between 1991 and 2001. 
 
Residents should be asked what objective they prefer, to conform to the 
government’s policy of “bottom-up planning”.  The scale of development in 
Worthing should reflect residents’ wishes. 
 
Policy 3 needs to be amended now that the objective of increasing employment 
in Coastal Sussex by 30,000 has disappeared. Future requirements for 
floorspace should be based on the changes in the increases in the workforce 
assumed in the policy for housebuilding.  
 
Policy 3 is therefore now unsound. 


