
SUMMARY CLOSING STATEMENT OF MAIN POINTS MADE BY THE 
COUNCIL AT THE PUBLIC HEARING OF THE WORTHING CORE 
STRATEGY 
 

• The overall level of respondents to the publication version of the 
submission Core Strategy were relatively low   - 35 (of which a number 
had written in support). No one at the Public Hearing has stated that 
the whole Plan is unsound. Notwithstanding the comprehensive 
community engagement and consultation that took place on the Plan, 
no-one is really telling us that we ‘have got it wrong’. 

 
• Accepted that SE Plan is now back in place and we consider that the 

Core Strategy accords with this. However, good indication that this will 
be revoked over the next 18 months and we have put forward our 
reasons for considering that the Core Strategy is sound without this  - 
the spatial strategy is locally derived and based on sound local 
evidence. Any potential gaps will be covered by new DPDs that can 
now be progressed in a timely manner. In due course a local housing 
needs study is likely to be undertaken to provide a bottom up approach 
to housing provision for when the SE Plan is revoked.  

 
• In terms of housing numbers we have demonstrated that we have 

made sufficient provision for the plan period and in fact have a surplus 
which provides a contingency as part of a comprehensive approach.  

 
• We have demonstrated measures taken and to be taken to ensure 

delivery of the Core Strategy – e.g. in relation to West Durrington, the 
Areas of Change and to a number of policies including affordable 
housing. However, we accept that the recession and state of the 
market may mean that delivery may be slower than originally 
anticipated and in this regard we have proposed pro-active and 
contingency measures (such as development briefs, partnership 
schemes, alternative funding sources etc). We have also amended 
some phasing / delivery assumptions. 

 
• We have provided sound local reasons as to the policy approach we 

have adopted in the Core Strategy supported by robust and up-to-date 
evidence. Equally we have demonstrated some issues that do not need 
to be covered in the Core Strategy because these are not key issues 
for Worthing– gypsy accommodation being one. However monitoring 
will continually take place to identify new or changing issues.  

 
• We have identified future SPDs and DPDs to address some issues 

which for a variety of reasons should not be dealt with in this Core 
Strategy e.g. shopping area boundaries, green infrastructure and 
heritage guidance. 

 
• We have provided an up-date on a number of wider strategic issues 

which impact on the Core Strategy including local transport, the Local 
economic Partnership and the Local Investment Plan. 



 
• A case to justify the strategic allocation of West Durrington to secure a 

significant number of new homes and regeneration in the area has 
been put forward and statements of common ground produced. 
However, on balance it is considered that bringing into the allocation 
the potential future development area cannot be justified at this time 
given the housing land supply situation. 

 
• Finally, we have proposed a number of minor amendments to improve 

the clarity and understanding of the Core Strategy (as well as its 
monitoring and its deliverability) and to up-date it where necessary 
(e.g. the housing land supply). Statements of Common Ground have 
helped in this process. 

 
In summary, in accordance with PPS12 the Core Strategy provides the overall 
vision for the Borough, sets out strategic objectives, establishes a clear 
delivery strategy and provides clear arrangements for monitoring and delivery.  
 
Given the above, we hope the Inspector finds our Core Strategy sound so that 
it can provide the framework and springboard to inform and influence future 
LDF documents and ultimately to bring regeneration to the town. 
 
 
Colette Blackett (Planning Policy Manager) 30/11/10 
 


