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ISSUE 2: Whether the overall spatial strategy is sound having regard to 
the context and needs of the Borough. 
 

1. Does the CS provide a clear spatial vision for the Borough? 
2. Will the plan achieve balanced and sustainable development across 

the Borough in accordance with national policy? 
3. Is the approach in the CS consistent with the requirement in PPS 12 

that it should make clear spatial choices about where development 
should go in broad terms? 

4. Does the CS pay due regard to the strategies of neighbouring 
authorities? 

5. Does the CS provide an appropriate strategic context within which 
other Local Development Documents can be produced and does it 
provide sufficient reference to when this will happen? 

6. Have alternatives been considered, including in relation to the need 
for Greenfield housing land? 

7. Does the strategy include sufficient flexibility to enable the 
necessary level of growth to be delivered in the light of changing 
economic circumstances? 

8. What contingency arrangements are in place if the strategy fails 
and how and when will this be determined? 

9. Is there a target for development on previously developed land and 
has it been made explicit? 

10.The minimisation of waste is mentioned in Strategic Objectives 1 
and 6. How does the CS carry this forward? Why is there no 
reference to minerals?  

11.Is the key diagram effective in illustrating the overall strategy? 
 
Subject to the caveat of the principal objection of the WD Consortium – that the 
whole site should be allocated as one strategic development area – the answer to 
the first seven questions is “yes”.  Looking at question 1, the Consortium’s case is 
that the spatial vision would be clearer for all with the single allocation of the 
whole WD site.  Furthermore, the inclusion of WD as one site will greatly reduce 
the prospect of there ever needing to be a contingency on the housing delivery 
front (8).  On questions 9 & 10 we are content for WBC to respond.  The 
combination of text and plans within the document are, at the present time, 
sufficient for illustrating the overall strategy (11). 
 
 
 
 


