
 

 

Worthing Borough Council Core Strategy 

Submission 

Statement of Common Ground 

This statement has been agreed between Worthing Borough Council and OMC Investments 
Limited for submission to the Inspector for the Core Strategy Examination in Public. 

1. OMC Investments Limited (OMCI), formerly Nissan UK Limited, is the freehold owner of a site 
comprising 0.446 hectares of land to the north of the relocated Tesco store in West Durrington. 
OMCI intends to develop this site for Class A1/A3 retail uses and is in the process of preparing an 
application for outline planning permission. The purpose of this statement is to confirm the agreed 
position regarding the status of the site as part of the West Durrington District Centre. 

2. The site was promoted through the Local Plan Review as part of a proposed extension to the West 
Durrington District Centre and a redefinition of the District Centre boundary on the Local Plan 
Proposals Map. The Local Plan Inspector supported “the proposed changes to the Proposals Map 
to enlarge the boundary of the West Durrington Shopping Centre as this gives greater scope for 
further retail development which may be needed to serve the enlarged community”. However, the 
adopted Local Plan (2003) does not refer to an extension of the District Centre and the Proposals 
Map does not show an enlarged District Centre boundary. 

3. The West Durrington Development Brief (2003), that was prepared alongside the Local Plan 
Review and subsequently adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance, identifies OMCI’s land 
within an extended District Centre on an indicative site layout. 

4. The outline and reserved matters planning permissions granted to Tesco Stores Ltd for the 
redevelopment of the existing District Centre incorporated OMCI’s land within the ‘red line’ 
application boundary that covered the whole area identified as the extended District Centre within 
the Development Brief. 

5. Following liaison with OMCI regarding the proposals (as documented in a letter from Lawson 
Planning Partnership Ltd dated 6th July 2010), Worthing Borough Council set out in a letter dated 
9th August 2010 the in principle agreement that development of OMCI’s land for District Centre 
uses is acceptable given the site’s inclusion in the ‘red line’ boundary for the Tesco development 
and the previous allocation in the West Durrington Development Brief. Both aforementioned 
letters are attached at Annex 1 to this statement. 

6. It is, therefore, agreed that OMCI’s land forms part of the West Durrington District Centre. In 
order to clarify this position, amendments are proposed to Appendix 8 at page 145 (as sought in 
OMCI’s representation) - see Annex 2 to this Statement.  

7. Notwithstanding this agreement, OMCI’s objection to Policy 6: Retail (specifically the 
applicability of the Retail Study findings to the ‘lower order’ retail centres) remains outstanding 
and does not form part of this statement. 

 

Signed (for OMC Investments Ltd): ...(signed copy sent 07.10.10).......................................................... 

Signed (for Worthing Borough Council): ................................................................................................. 



 

 

Annex 1 – Correspondence between Lawson Planning Partnership Ltd and Worthing Borough 
Council, 6th July and 9th August 2010 



 

 

 

Annex 2 – Proposed Amendments to Submitted Core Strategy 

1. Inclusion of an additional bullet point following the end of the first paragraph of Appendix 8 
(page 145) as follows: 
 
“However, a number of changes are required to reflect the following: 
 Changes in national designation and guidance 
 Changes to the District Centre boundary made in Supplementary Planning Guidance: West 
Durrington Development Brief (2003) following adoption of the Local Plan (2003) 
 The deletion, or replacement, of previously adopted policies 
 Changes arising from the adoption of the Core Strategy”. 

2. Inclusion of an additional section following “Changes to the Proposals map arising from changes 
in national areas of protection...” as follows: 
 
“Changes to the District Centre boundary made in Supplementary Planning Guidance: West 
Durrington Development Brief (2003) following adoption of the Local Plan (2003): 
 
 West Durrington District Centre – the boundary for the West Durrington District Centre will be 
extended to reflect the boundary defined in the West Durrington Development Brief (2003) and 
the planning permissions granted to Tesco Stores Ltd in 2008 and 2009. 

 


