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Summary 

Issue 7: historic Environment 

The respondent suggests that there is insufficient provision of a satisfactory 
framework for managing the historic environment e.g. in the areas of: 

 Policy content 
 Evidence base 
 Monitoring 

 

There is inconsistency between the Core Strategy’s ‘front end’ – the Vision and 
Strategic Objective 6 and the policy i.e. the delivery. 

In terms of the Core Strategy advancing a sufficiently pro - active approach English 
Heritage has expressed concerns over the wording of Para. 2 of Policy 16 which they 
feel does not give adequate strength to conserving and enhancing heritage assets 
because of the inclusion of ‘where possible’ and ‘wherever possible.’ It is argued that 
this is not consistent with national guidance - PPS 1 (CD100) and PPS 5 (CD105). 

English Heritage goes on to explain that the term ‘local’ in Policy16 is confusing and 
ambiguous. The Policy needs to say that it will ‘protect and enhance heritage assets 
together with their settings in a way that draws upon local circumstances (townscape, 
contribution to regeneration/tourism and heritage assets). 

English Heritage believes that the relationship between the evidence base and the 
policy is ‘opaque’ in terms of how the evidence base has informed Core Strategy 
Policy 16. Reference is made to national planning policy guidance but insufficient 
evidence is given on the nature of the local historic environment and how it 
contributes to the Core Strategy. More detailed references on the local historic 
environment need to be included in Appendix 4 - Evidence Base or in the supporting 
text. 

English Heritage feel that the Core Strategy needs more details for monitoring targets 
and indicators as providing them will improve future plans and strategies. 

Issue 10: West Durrington 

The respondent suggest that for the site at West Durrington there should be an 
addition of a new bullet point to the policy, to ensure that the opportunity to protect 
and enhance the historic environment is not missed. 

The Council’s Response 

Issue paper 7 has set out more details on how the Core Strategy provides a pro- 
active approach to the historic environment, by: 

 The re-appraisal of Worthing’s Conservation Areas 

 The implementation of the development principles in many of the Areas of 
Change, which outline the value of the town’s heritage assets 

 The future production of Public Realm and Conservation and Heritage 
Technical Notes. 



Issue 7 provides further details on the local and regional evidence base that supports 
the enhancement and protection of Worthing’s heritage assets. This includes the 
evidence that supported the 2003 Local Plan (CD50) - which is still relevant today 
and the Historic Environment Record (CD82) produced by the County Council. 

The production of the Technical Notes will help to address some of the concerns of 
English Heritage by providing additional suitable indicators and targets that would 
provide a robust monitoring framework to protect and enhance the town’s heritage 
assets 

The inclusion of any new indicators can be supplemented by the use of English 
Heritage’s data sets for monitoring the extent, size and quality of the assets that 
make up Worthing’s historic environment. 

Some amendments to Policy 16 to reinforce the requirements set out in PPS 5 can 
be made which would reinforce the policy’s core aims of protecting and enhancing all 
of the town’s heritage assets. These amendments are included within the Council’s 
Schedule of Suggested Amendments: 

 Delete ‘where possible’ and ‘whenever possible’ in Para 2 of Policy 16. Also 
delete ‘local’ to indicate the protection of all historical assets. 

 Insert additions in Appendix 4 - Environment to make the evidence base more 
comprehensive and provide closer links to Policy 16. The additions will 
include the County Council’s Historic Environment Record (CD82), the 
Worthing Local Plan 2003 (CD50) and the West Sussex Environment 
Strategy (CD83) 

 Insert a paragraph in the supporting text to provide a reference to the locally 
available evidence: 

 “A significant amount of local evidence to support the protection and 
enhancement of the town’s heritage assets has been produced in the past which 
is still relevant today. This includes lists of the Environmental Areas of Special 
Character, a Register of Parks and Gardens of Local Interest and the Worthing 
Local Interest Study 2003.”  

The addition of a bullet point to address the issues and challenges at West 
Durrington is supported and will be included in the Schedule of Suggested 
Amendments (CD127): 

 No significant adverse impact on the setting of heritage assets and 
enhancement of such assets where this meets Strategic Objective 6  

Conclusion 

By making some small amendments to Policy 16, its supporting text and Appendix 4 
the link between the policy framework and the evidence base will be strengthened. 

The inclusion of the above bullet point will strengthen the protection of the historic 
environment at West Durrington.   


