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The Summary 

The respondents have reiterated their desire to seek an amendment to the 
Core Strategy that would include, as a minimum, their clients land holdings as 
an extension to the existing Strand Neighbourhood Centre. 

The Council’s Response 

It is considered appropriate to clarify the final position statement with regard to 
the office site (former Lloyds building) in the Strand Area of Change.  

The Statement of Case submitted by the respondent on issues 6.1 refers to 
the opportunity to protect the vitality and viability of the Strand local centre 
through the extension of the centre to include the former Lloyds office building 
immediately south. The building benefits from retail consent (on the ground 
floor of the two storey building) and is accessible by public transport. The 
respondent seeks this extension through the Core Strategy. 

The Council’s Issue Paper 6 (for issue 6.5) does not consider such an 
extension appropriate since the office building is to secure improved 
employment floorspace and not further retail development (retaining existing 
employment floorspace is a  key part of the overall regeneration objective for 
the Borough).   

A Statement of Common Ground prepared jointly by Worthing Borough 
Council and Cantium (Durrington) Ltd in paragraph 6.2 refers to the office site 
accommodating a range of land uses in any redevelopment scheme – 
residential, employment including an element of retail (in recognition of the 
recent planning permission) and offices. It is also recognised that the precise 
boundary of the Strand Local Centre is to be reviewed at the same time as 
town/district centre boundaries. As such, it is assumed that the respondent 
accepts that any such need to change a local centre boundary is dealt 
with not in the Core Strategy but via a separate document at a later date.   

Subsequent to the above, discussions between the Council and the 
respondent have resulted in some suggested amendments to Policy 2 – Area 
of Change – the Strand to reflect the current situation and help facilitate the 
regeneration of the site. Such changes now make clear that comprehensive 
redevelopment is an option (in addition to the refurbishment of  the existing 
office floorspace) and that the main objective must be to secure a mixed use 
development retaining office/employment generating uses in 
association with residential development. As such, the principle of 
retaining office floorspace is maintained but that this may need to be secured 
via a mix of uses.   
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Conclusion 

It is therefore considered that the most appropriate approach to the review of 
the boundary of the Strand Neighbourhood Centre is through a process that 
reviews all the shopping centre boundaries and this will be dealt with in a 
separate document following adoption of the Core Strategy. This is the 
approach that has been agreed by both parties in the Statement of Common 
Ground. 

 


