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Summary 
 
The respondent considers that some of the figures in the Housing Land 
Supply have been double counted and also queries whether gross figures 
instead of net figures have been used in the housing land supply.  The 
respondent does not consider it appropriate that the housing supply figures 
rely on every identified site delivering in the plan period and considers that a 
non-implementation rate of 10% for larger sites should be used.  
 
The Council’s Response 
 
Double counting 
Appendix 3A to the Council’s Housing Provision Statement contains this 
year’s figures for the 5 Year Housing Land Supply and beyond. The 2009 
figures were submitted with the Submission Core Strategy in July 2010 and 
have been published in June 2010 on the Council’s website. 
 
There are 2 Annexes attached to the 5 Year Housing Land Supply 
Assessment. Annex 1 contains all larger sites with planning permission (and 
allocated sites) and Annex 2 contains the SHLAA sites. As can be seen from 
the annexes these do not contain double entries. 
 
Gross and net figures 
The issue of the gross figures is historic as West Sussex County Council 
works with and provides districts with gross housing figures. They are used in 
the Annexes and in the Housing Trajectory. Losses are then deducted in the 
Housing Trajectory (Estimated losses row) to provide net provision figures.  
The Annexes containing all the sites give the number of demolitions to show 
the difference between gross and net which in is effect minimal – the 
difference being 55 units up to 2015 for larger sites with planning permission. 
For SHLAA sites the total losses are 4 units. The use of gross figures is also 
mentioned in a note at the end of the 5 year Housing Land Supply 
Assessment statement. To help clarify this position Appendix 3A and 3B are 
being revised to reflect this. 
 
Non-implementation rate 
The Council’s position on non-implementation rates is dealt with in the 
Council’s statement C3 – Issue 3.4. Based on an annual assessment where 
time scales, housing numbers and any non-implementation are reviewed for 
every large site in the Housing Land Supply the Council considers that the 
housing figures are realistic, up-to-date and deliverable. This certainty and the 
surplus in provision make it unnecessary to provide a non-implementation 
rate. If indeed, and such a rate of 10% was applied to the 10 year housing 
land supply – large plus SHLAA sites (total 984 units) it would reduce the 
surplus by just under 100 units still retaining a surplus of 1589. If this figure is 
also adjusted to include the above mentioned gross/net corrections to be 
made, the total 10-year surplus would be 1505 units.    
 
 
 


