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         Issue 10 
 
WHETHER THERE IS JUSTIFICATION FOR A STRATEGIC SITE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT AT WEST DURRINGTON AND WHETHER IT WOULD 
SECURE SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS FOR THE WIDER AREA? 
 
English Heritage is the Government’s adviser on the historic environment.  
Our role is to champion and care for the historic environment and in terms of 
the development plan process, we are identified as one of the specific 
consultation bodies. 
 
Core Strategy Policy 16 states that where the quality of the existing building(s) 
or local character is weak, solutions need to be sought which raise the overall 
quality. 
 
The Heritage at Risk Register 2010 includes Grade 1 Listed Castle Goring 
and the Goring Conservation Area as being at risk. 
 

Castle Goring – a Grade I Listed Building in very bad condition, built by 
Shelley’s grandfather Sir Bysshe Shelley, about 1797-1798.  The 
condition is described as very grave, and enforcement action for 
repairs must now be considered. 
 
Goring Conservation Area – described as at risk and deteriorating. 

 
We welcome the Council’s proposal on the Schedule of Suggested 
Amendments (August 2010), to include reference to Castle Goring and the 
Conservation Area being on the At Risk Register in relation to para.6.14. 
 
Para. 6.15 refers to the key objective to ensure that the strategic development 
at West Durrington addresses issues and challenges outlined above and that 
a requirement of the allocation is to make on-site provision for a range of 
facilities and financial contributions to enable enhanced facilities off-site (my 
emphasis).  Financial contributions to address the identified heritage assets at 
risk off-site would provide a significant benefit to the wider area.  It is 
understood that a significant part of the strategic development site is in the 
same ownership as Castle Goring. 
 
The Council’s draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2010 at page 47 states that  
 

‘Green infrastructure is of particular importance in Worthing given the 
nature on (sic) the urban fringe areas and ongoing development 
pressures in all areas of the town.  Green infrastructure encompasses 
the full range of natural and historic landscape (my emphasis), 
including waterways, woodlands, and green corridors. It brings many 
social, economic and environmental benefits, attracting investment, 
jobs and people. For example, well-designed and integrated green 



infrastructure can assist with promoting a sense of community and 
providing opportunities for recreation.’ 
 

 
The West Durrington Development Brief refers to the parkland setting of the 
development site and the need to avoid visible features of the historical 
landscape.  Pressure to avoid sensitive ecological sites to the west, may 
increase pressure to develop to the east, so the potential for impact upon 
heritage assets and their settings increases, and yet there is no specific 
reference to conservation or enhancement of heritage assets or features in 
Policy 1. 
 
If the issue and challenge associated with the historic environment is to be 
addressed, then realistically, it needs to be expressed as part of the policy 
requirement for West Durrington strategic allocation, and developed further 
through a revised development brief.  The first bullet point refers to landscape 
features within the site.  An additional bullet point such as the following would 
help to resolve this issue: 
 

• No significant adverse impact on the setting of heritage assets and 
enhancement of such assets where this meets Strategic Objective 6 

 
In conclusion, we wish to ensure that any significant benefits for the wider 
area do not miss the opportunity to protect and enhance the historic 
environment where this has been identified at risk.  The Submission Core 
Strategy fails to adequately provide for this, but the addition of the above 
bullet point, or similar we hope would do so. 


