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TOPIC PAPER 2 – Green Infrastructure 
 

Total number of respondents 13 
 

Typical Comments: 
 
The majority of representations on this issue supported the inclusion of this policy but 
suggested that more evidence was needed to support it. 
 
• Need to incorporate multi-functionality and wider green issues within Green 

Infrastructure policy. 
• Need to incorporate AONB land in supporting text and policy. 
• More evidence needed of what Green Infrastructure is needed to complement new 

development. 
• More focus on emerging guidance such as Natural England Green Infrastructure 

Guidance and SE Partnership Green Infrastructure Framework.  
 
Additional detailed points / questions 
 
• How will Green Infrastructure be delivered? 
• Is a Green Infrastructure SPD necessary in the future? 
 
Officer comments: 
 
The existing narrative and Policy 13 make clear reference to green infrastructure at the local 
level and is skewed towards provision and protection at site level. It is evident from the 
representations that the Core Strategy needs to go beyond this approach and set out the 
importance of green infrastructure in more spatial terms and include reference to its multi-
functional characteristics in planning. The Core Strategy will need to take into account this 
approach by making reference to cross cutting functions that should be used to form an 
overall green infrastructure policy, such as; 
 

• Provision of health and wellbeing 
• Access to recreation and movement 
• Habitat provision and access to nature 
• Landscape setting and context 
• Water resource management and flood attenuation 

 
The above will be supported by reference to recent evidence base work from Natural  
England  ‘Green Infrastructure Guidance’ and the South East Partnership planning guidance 
‘South East Green Infrastructure Framework’ 
 
The Core Strategy will need to outline how and where green infrastructure is likely be 
provided and delivered but not in any comprehensive detail within the document itself. The 
key to the tests of soundness will be in the reference to the detailed evidence base. 
The delivery and quality of green infrastructure needed to support the Core Strategy, 
in terms of existing and new development will be provided in the Infrastructure Position  
Paper.  
 
The production of a future Supplementary Planning Document may be considered in order 
to specify agreed local standards that could be used to quantify the location and 
development of green infrastructure provision. 
 
There is merit in assessing how Worthing’s green infrastructure policy in the Core Strategy 
fits in within the sub-regional context by assessing the policy influences from neighbouring 
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authorities where there are shared boundaries. Adur DC have produced an assessment of 
their open space and recreation facilities that has taken into account their cross boundary 
working with Brighton and Hove. A planned review of green infrastructure in Worthing will 
need to follow similar lines in terms of assessing future policy implications for the shared 
boundaries between Worthing and Adur.  
 
The relationship with the surrounding AONB areas will also be addressed.   
 
The specific interests of leisure user groups such as horse-riders and non-motorised carriage 
vehicles are part of the overall strategic development of green infrastructure. The Core 
Strategy cannot contain policies recommended by some of the interest groups. These groups 
are catered for in national and more directly, regional policy guidance. 
 
Similarly the attention given to playing field land is not referred to directly within the Core 
Strategy. Worthing Borough Council accepts that the protection of playing fields is an 
important issue but there is national guidance in PPG 17 which covers this topic. However,  
as stated above the production of an SPD in the future would help to clarify how local 
standards are to be achieved and progressed.  
 
 
 

 


