
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Worthing Borough Council Publication of the Submission Core Strategy: April 2010 

 
Statement of the consultation process for the Plan preparation 

 
This statement has been prepared under Regulation 24(2) and Regulation 27 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008. 
 
Worthing Borough Council has reached the Publication stage of the Submission Core 
Strategy Development Plan Document. The Core Strategy sets out the spatial planning 
strategy for the area to 2026, and is the key document in the Worthing Borough Council’s 
Local Development Framework. 
 
Background information 
 
Worthing Borough Council did prepare a Submission Draft Core Strategy in November 
2007. Due to a combination of several reasons, including revised national planning policy 
guidance (PPS 12 – Local Spatial Planning) the Examination did not take place and the 
Submission Draft was withdrawn. The 2007 Core Strategy did undergo a comprehensive 
consultation programme and this can be summarised in the Statement of Compliance and 
Cabinet Member Consultation Report, which are both on the Council’s website under 
Panning Policy/ Core Strategy – Pre 2009. The revisions needed to produce the 2010 
Publication Core Strategy entailed further consultation work. 
 
Organisations involved in preparing the 2010 Publication Core Strategy 
 
The organisations and individuals involved in preparing the Core Strategy were a 
combination of statutory consultees, general consultees, including professional, business and 
voluntary organisations and individual consultees including residents and interested parties. 
Consideration was also given to ensuring that minority, disability and gender groups were 
consulted. 
 
How the consultation process worked 
 
A great deal of work has been undertaken to progress the Core Strategy. The vast amount of 
information gathered at previous stages and the consultation comments that have been made, 
were used to inform the contents of the Revised Core Strategy that was prepared for 
consultation in June 2009. As such, information relating to all previous stages forms part of 
the wider evidence base. Although there are significant changes between the 2007 



Submission version and the 2009 Revised version these have largely been presentational and 
the Council has clearly not had to start from fresh when considering the development strategy 
for the Borough. 
 
• Hard copies of the documents were put on public display in the Councils offices at 

Portland House and the Town Hall. 
 
• Hard copies were displayed in the Main Library and the 4 local libraries. 
 
• Consultation letters were sent to the statutory, general and interest groups. CD copies of 

the documents were provided for the statutory consultees and were made available for the 
public if requested. 

 
• All the documents were made available on the Councils website. The ability for 

consultees to use an online consultation system was set up. 
 
• An Open Day was held at the Town Hall for both the stakeholders and Council Members. 
 
• A Quarterly ‘reader friendly’ Planning Policy Newsletter. This is produced to update 

interested parties on the progress of the Core Strategy. 
 
• A press releases and Public Notice advertisement were produced. 
 
Summary of the issues raised from the consultation process 
 
Comments were submitted during the consultation period that covered the broad spectrum of 
the Core Strategy’s content. A number of the representations, particularly those from 
statutory consultees, were particularly detailed. Elements of the document that attracted the 
most question and comment were: transport; water resources and management; renewable 
energy; green infrastructure; retail and the Areas of Change.     
 
The main issues raised from the representations were considered and where applicable, 
changes were made to the document. These changes were put before elected Members by 
separate reports to the Overview & Scrutiny Committee, Planning Committee, the Cabinet 
and finally Full Council. 
 
A Full Council resolution was passed in March 2010 to publish and subsequently submit the 
Core Strategy. 
 
The November 2009 Cabinet Report on the Submission Core Strategy containing an 
overview of the main issues from the representations is available to view online at: 
 
www.worthing.gov.uk/ldf 
 
A summary report for all of the representations made on the Core Strategy and the officer 
responses is also available to view by using the above link. 
 
 


