
Worthing Borough Council Core Strategy 
Note of Exploratory Meeting 

4 February 2008 
 
Present: 
 
For the Council:  Mr Ian Lowrie, Chief Executive; Cllr Mrs Ann Barlow, Deputy Leader; Mike 
Bleakley, Clare Mangan and Ken Costello 
For GOSE:  Mr David Paine 
Representatives of Environment Agency, Highways Agency and various other representees. 
 
 
1 The Inspector opened the meeting and introduced himself and explained that 
the purpose of the meeting was to consider the issues arising from his note to the 
Council of 11th January 2008, which set out his initial concerns about the soundness 
of the Plan.   He also explained that there would be no discussion of the planning 
merits of particular policies or proposals. 
 
2 A broad discussion followed on the Inspector’s concerns, relating to general 
issues, the construction of the strategy, its policies, implementation and a number of 
specific issues.  This raised issues of the role of Core Strategies and what should be 
expected of them.  There was also discussion of how the Core Startegy might be 
developed to reduce the need for subsequent DPDs 
 
3 The meeting then went on to consider the most appropriate way forward, 
given the scale and nature of the Inspector’s concerns.   Following on from this 
discussion it was agreed that: 
 

 The PEM set for 27th February 2008 would not be held and the draft 
programme for the hearings would not be pursued. 

 The Council’s officers would meet immediately with Mr Paine of the GOSE to 
discuss the changes that might be needed to the DPD and the best way of 
progressing this. 

 Following that discussion, and by the 4th March 2008, the Council would write 
formally to the Planning Inspectorate to ask for a period of suspension to 
allow the changes needed to meet the Inspector’s concerns and to reflect any 
changes arising from a review of what matters could be included in the Core 
Strategy.  

 The Council would then redraft the Core Strategy, as quickly as it could, and 
carry out any necessary consultations before resubmitting the document for 
further examination.   

 
 
 
David Fenton 
Inspector 
5/2/08 


