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Foreword 
It is my pleasure to introduce the new Worthing Local Plan.

Worthing has a rich and proud history. For hundreds of 
years, it was a small mackerel fishing settlement before 
becoming a popular Georgian seaside resort, expanding 
to become a town in 1803. Change has been a constant 
theme for our town and the last few years have been no 
different, as we adapt to the challenges and opportunities 
before us. Those challenges and opportunities continue 
as regeneration in Worthing attracts new residents, jobs, 
business, investment and visitors. Meanwhile, there is the 
urgent need to adapt to the long-term challenges of climate 
change by finding more sustainable ways of living, meeting 
our future energy demands and avoiding flood risk.

Our Local Plan sets out the long-term vision for Worthing’s 
development so we can deliver our ambitions for 
Worthing to be a vibrant place to live and work. It sets 
out Worthing Borough Council’s policies for our built and 
natural environment, housing, open space, employment, 
community facilities and more. It outlines how appropriate 
forms of development should occur in the most suitable 
locations. It helps provide a level of certainty about what 
areas will be developed or protected in future, allowing 
us to improve places that could be better, delivering 
sustainable growth whilst safeguarding the parts that make 
our town so special. The Local Plan gives us a framework to 
make all of this happen.

Extensive consultation has informed the choices that have 
been made in this Local Plan, as the Council seeks to strike 
the balance between the many demands for change and 
how they can be met locally. I would like to express my 
thanks on behalf of Worthing Borough Council to all those 
who contributed to the preparation of this plan through its 
many stages. We want to make Worthing fairer, cleaner and 
greener, support residents to be healthier and happier, and 
provide more opportunities for learning and work. This can 
only be made possible by the vision and direction set out in 
our Local Plan and I look forward to its implementation.

Martin McCabe
Cabinet Member for Regeneration

The Council would like to express thanks to local 
artist Emma Bennett for allowing us to use her 
excellent artwork as a front cover and as chapter 
dividers throughout this Plan.

Further examples of her work can be seen at:  
www.artbyemmabennett.co.uk
or on Instagram at: artbyemmabennett

Emma’s work is also available to view and purchase 
at the Montague Gallery, 28 Portland Road, Worthing
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