
Review of polling districts, polling places and polling stations 2019 
 

Correspondence sent to Returning Officer in connection with the review 

 

ADUR 

 

Buckingham Ward (AA, AB) 

 

Email from Cllr Evans dated 7 August 2019 

Hi re review, neither of the polling stations for this ward are within the ward. I would like to 

see the council buildings midway up the west side of the park considered as an alternative 

as it is centre of the ward and therefore would be no need to split between 2 polling stations. 

 

Email from Presiding Officer, dated 12 August 2019 

My only comment about the polling station where i'm a presiding officer is that there are 

three stations in a fairly small hall and consequently there is a risk that ballots can find their 

way into the wrong ballot boxes (it can be difficult to keep an eye on all voters when the hall 

is busy). Other than that the polling station is fine  

 

Cokeham Ward (AE, AF) 

 

Email from resident of Cokeham Ward, dated 14 August 2019 

As a resident who since 1982 has gone to the Joyful Whippet to vote. What facilities will 

ADC provide when the Joyful Whippet pub is demolished next year  and a development of 

flats/houses is put there for residents north of a27 to vote. You will lose a proportion of 

electorates if they have to go across the a27, we only have one bus an hour, many residents 

are elderly & don't drive. 

 

Fishersgate Ward (AG) 

 

Email from Cllr Alden dated 6 August 2019 

The PS in West Road has a very steep slope and I have seen elderly folk baulk at the 

thought of using it. It would be better to have a hand rail installed. If not Summer Close SHU 

would be an alternative. I think the EB Manor Community Centre is a bit too far to go. 

A lot of voters on Butts Road and Whiterock place have to go to the Southwick Centre to 

vote which is quite a long way and very near the Manor Hall Road PS. 

Have you tried the Butts Road tenants hall? 

 

Email from Presiding Officer, dated 6 August 2019 

I expect that I have already recorded this comment as I have made the same observation 

after the last few elections.  However, it is worth repeating as it really needs to be 

addressed: 

The Polling Station at Fishersgate is absolutely fine and is ideal in many respects.  However, 

for several years, the outside lighting has not been working and this is a hazard in when it 

starts getting dark...........particularly as voters need to navigate a ramp. 

 

 



Hillside Ward (AJ, AK) 

 

Email from Presiding Officer, dated 6 August 2019 

I am, currently, a Presiding Officer in the Hillside District, AK 11, Quayside Youth Centre. 

It houses 2 wards, and the Staff of both have the room to set them up so that it is apparent 

which ward is which. 

Access is easily available regardless of ability. 

As far as the rest facilities are concerned, the clerks and Presiding Officers have the use of 

an excellent kitchen and restful chairs. 

The Premises Manager is helpful. 

All in all, I should imagine that it is one of the most positive places to Preside. 

 

Marine Ward (AN) 

 

Email from Presiding Officer, dated 7 August 2019 

I haven't provided feedback on my last position as Presiding Officer. Having never done this 

before, I hope this is what you are looking for and it's constructive enough, here are my 

thoughts: 

 

Advantages, I liked the Beach as a presiding officer, I didn't know anyone and would be 

unlikely to see them after completing the job. 

Although there are some advantages to knowing the area when a poll clerk, I think it makes 

presiding officer role a little easier not to know the people. 

The facility is generally good and well thought out, although being upstairs does provide 

some challenges. For example, voters who were not members of the club used it as an 

opportunity to get onto the balcony for a look, which was a little distracting and intrusive to 

people who were casting their vote on that side of the room. However, if you want a relaxed 

atmosphere and to encourage young people to vote in the future, it is obviously one of the 

things to be managed at that location. 

 

Remainder of email has been retracted as the comments concerned a Poll Clerk at the 

polling station not relevant to the review. 

 

Mash Barn Ward (AO, AO1) 

 

Email from Cllr Cowen dated 8 August 2019 

There is an issue in Mash Barn ward. There are 2 polling stations, one at Shadwells Ct and 

the other at Monks Hall. The allocation of polling stations means there are people who need 

to walk further than they need to, i.e allocated the wrong polling station by distance. 

Everyone to the West of Grinstead Lane and North of Crabtree Lane (Orchard Ave, Orchard 

Way, Grand Ave, First Ave, Second Ave and Eighth Avenue) are allocated Shadwells Rd 

polling station, yet Monks Hall is closer, much closer in some cases. 

It results in people often visiting the wrong polling station and in other cases choosing not to 

bother. 

 

 

 

 



Southlands Ward (AU, AV) 

 

Email from Cllr Stainforth dated 7 August 2019 

I wish to express my support for the continued use of Milward Court, Wilmot Road, as a 

Polling Station. It is the only community centre in Southlands Ward, and as it's part of a 

block of sheltered accommodation it is highly accessible to our older and disabled residents. 

It is also located right in the most densely populated area of the Ward by all the blocks of 

flats. 

 

WORTHING 

 

Castle Ward (WB1, WB3) 

 

Email from Presiding Officer, dated 7 August 2019 

Comments on polling station at Maybridge St Richards Parish Church, Collingwood Road. 

 

1. There is an inadequate timber access ramp which is difficult for wheel chair users and 

ambulant persons alike, possibly to the point of dangerous (I expect it would be view as so 

following an accident). 

2. Lighting is poor in the evenings and notable for those with poorer eye sight. 

3. No microwave available to be able to have warm/hot food though out the day. 

4. Church layout is awkward, but workable. Doesn't fit the standard layout! 

 

Email from Cllr Harman dated 8 August 2019 

There are currently two, one at St Richards Church and the other at the football club at 

Palatine Park, this makes it hard to man on election days, and also means some Residents 

walk past one polling station to get to the other. Historically there was only one at the local 

school, this changed about 5 years ago so the children’s lessons weren’t disrupted. Is it 

possible to review this situation and combine the 3 polling areas in Castle and relocate them 

all at the football club where there is plenty of room and parking? 

 

Central Ward (WC1, WC2) 

 

Email from Presiding Officer, dated 20 August 2019 

When I worked at st Andrews church in the Worthing central ward it was cold and dark. We 

also made the church unsuitable for anyone to use. 

However, there was a room at the back which was large, light and warm. I would strongly 

suggest we use this next time. 

 

Gaisford Ward (WE2) 

 

Email from Cllr Jenkins dated 6 August 2019 

The withdrawal of the Worthing football ground station has inhibited voters, many cannot get 

to Offington Park Methodist Church as the sole polling station. 

 

 

 

 



Goring and Marine Wards (WF2, WF3, WH1) 

 

Email from Cllr Crouch dated 7 August 2019 

We have often received feedback from residents in the southern part of Marine and Goring 

wards saying that they are the furthest point away from the current polling places in Ripley 

Rd, Barrington Rd and Goring Way. Indeed I have received feedback from older and more 

vulnerable residents that they have stopped voting because they struggle to walk to the 

polling place and don’t want/trust postal votes.  

 

It was suggested to me that St Laurence’s church could be an ideal polling place for Goring 

and Marine due to its location. It could serve the southern and less mobile residents of both 

these wards.  

 

As another note, the current Ripley Road polling place is awful for parking especially during 

the rush hours and when the school Ian opening/closing.  

 

I would support an additional shared polling place in south Goring/Marine as above.  

 

Marine Ward (WH1, WH2) 

 

Email from Presiding Officer, dated 16 August 2019 

I was placed at St John's Church (Ripley Road) and as always the venue were very 

accommodating and had everything we needed to ensure we were comfortable and able to 

facilitate the service on the day. 

 

Tarring Ward (WM1, WM2) 

 

Email from Cllr Smytherman dated 6 August 2019 

As Tarring Councillor I fully support the current polling station , however I feel a couple of 

improvements are necessary to ensure it is fully accessible. 

 

The lighting leading up to the Polling Station is very poor and would benefit from 

enhancements in addition the doors to the bowling club are very narrow with a difficult ‘lip’ 

for a number of wheel chair or buggy users. 

 

Every other aspect of the polling station is perfect and I would not want to see a return to the 

church or the school neither of which are ideal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


