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Appendix No. 1 

 

Statement of Consultation 

 

Adur & Worthing Councils 

Joint Statement of Community Involvement 

 

Introduction 

Adur & Worthing Councils have updated the Joint Statement of Community Involvement 

(SCI) so that it reflects recent changes in national planning policy and national legislation. 

This revised SCI now includes a chapter on Neighbourhood Planning and sets out the 

Councils statutory role in providing advice, assistance and support to Qualifying Bodies 

(organisation that is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan or Neighbourhood Development 

Order) throughout the Neighbourhood Planning process. The document has also included a 

new chapter regarding the preparation of the Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 

The Purpose of an SCI 

The purpose of the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is to explain to the public 

what consultation will take place with stakeholders on planning policy documents and 

planning applications. It sets out who the Councils will consult with, when and how. 

The preparation of a SCI is a legal requirement of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 

2004 and once adopted, Councils are legally obliged to comply with it. 

 

Consultation Summary 

It is not a statutory requirement to undertake public consultation on a draft SCI. However, 

given the nature of the SCI it was considered best practice to do so as it demonstrates the 

Councils’ commitment to meeting the principles contained within Adur & Worthing 

Councils’ Consultation Policy Statement. 

The following consultation methods were used: 
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 Email / letter notification was sent directly  to all those on the Adur  and Worthing 

Planning Policy consultation databases which includes stakeholders, local community 

groups, statutory consultees and specific consultation bodies. 

  The Draft SCI was published on the Council’s website throughout this period  

 Copies of the document were made available at the Council’s offices at Portland 

House, The Shoreham Centre and all libraries in Adur and Worthing 

 The document and consultation were advertised on the Council’s social media pages. 

Response to Consultation 

The draft document was published for consultation between 14th March 2019 and 25th 

April 2019. Thirteen responses were received, nine of which had no substantive comments. 

Four representations made some useful comments and in response to these some changes 

to the document have been made- see below.  
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Representations in response to the draft Joint Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 
 

Respondent Summary of Representation Officer Response 

Mr Armstrong We can never underestimate the value of trees in new 
developments. We need to plant as many trees as 
possible. 

Comments noted. Planning applications are required to 
comply with relevant local planning policies such as Green 
Infrastructure. Green infrastructure is defined by national 
planning policy as a network of multi-functional green space, 
urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of 
environmental and quality of life benefits for local 
communities. As a network it includes parks, open space, 
playing fields, woodlands, but also street trees, allotments 
private gardens, green roofs and walls. 

Equality and 
Human Rights 
Commission 
(EHRC) 

Local, Parish Councils and other public authorities have 
obligations under the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) 
in the Equality Act 2010 to consider the effect of their 
policies and decisions on people sharing particular 
characteristics. EHRC provide advice for public 
authorities on how to apply PSED, which is the 
mechanism through which public authorities involved in 
the planning process should consider the potential for 
planning proposals to have an impact on equality for 
different groups of people. Technical guidance can be 
found here.  

Comments noted.  

Mr Goldie Grammatical and stylistic errors such as missing 
apostrophes. 

Comments noted. The document is a draft and amendments, 
including grammatical errors will be rectified prior to 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/technical-guidance-public-sector-equality-duty-england
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publishing the final version. 

The document is a joint document between Adur District 
Council and Worthing Borough Council. The Councils’ 
corporate branding requires that when documents refer to 
the two Councils jointly, the two Councils are to be referred to 
as Adur & Worthing Councils. Councils is capitalised and 
plural. 

Highways 
England 

Highways England has been appointed by the Secretary 
of State for Transport as strategic highway company 
under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and 
is the highway authority, traffic authority and street 
authority for the strategic road network (SRN). The SRN 
is a critical national asset and, as such, Highways 
England works to ensure that it operates and is 
managed in the public interest, both in respect of 
current activities and needs, as well as in providing 
effective stewardship of its long-term operation and 
integrity. We will therefore be concerned with proposals 
that have the potential to impact the safe and efficient 
operation of the SRN, in particular the A27. 
 
Having examined the Adur & Worthing Consultation: 
Draft Joint Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), 
we are content that Highways England will continue to 
be consulted on Development Plan documents and 
receive information on publicised planning permission 

Comments noted. 
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applications that will have an impact on the Strategic 
Road Network (A27) as per statutory requirements. 

Lancing Parish 
Council 

At the Lancing Parish Council meeting, Members agreed 
to support Adur & Worthing Councils draft Joint 
Statement of Community Involvement. 

Support is noted. 

Mr Margrett - 
Worthing 
Climate Action 
Network 

Para 2.29 - Are the Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes (SEA) up to date and fit for purpose? 
Does the Environment Agency have the knowledge and 
expertise to fulfil the noted consultative role on its own? 
Or should there be additional consultation with the Met 
Office, Committee on Climate Change etc? 

The need to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) (which 
incorporates the Strategic Environmental Assessment) of the 
Local Plan is required by both the European Union and UK 
law. The aim of Sustainability Appraisal is to ensure the social, 
environmental and economic impacts of policies are assessed 
as part of the plan preparation process. The outcomes of the 
SA are used to inform decisions on land allocations and policy 
formulation. 
 
The preparation of the SA needs to meet legal requirements 
which includes consulting the Environment Agency, Natural 
England and Historic England for a statutory consultation 
period of 5 weeks. Whilst it is recognised that the Met Office 
and Committee on Climate Change have technical expertise in 
environmental subjects, they do not have governance 
arrangements to respond to SA consultation requests and the 
Council is not legally required to consult these bodies. 
 

Mr Margrett - 
Worthing 
Climate Action 
Network 

Para 4.19 - 
I see “Environmental sustainability and climate change 
issues” is listed as a suitable matter for public input. This 
subject area will be of increasing relevance and should 

It is considered that “conservation of trees and green spaces” 
is captured within “nature conservation and biodiversity”. 
 
 “Protection of the countryside or beaches” will be amended 
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carry increasing weight in planning considerations. I 
suggest “conservation of trees and green spaces in 
Worthing and other built up areas” be listed. “Highway 
safety, traffic, accessibility or parking issues” could be 
seen as applying to vehicular related matters only. For 
clarity’s sake, I suggest an additional title “Issues of 
pedestrian, scooter user and cyclist safety and lock to 
street furniture.” Perhaps also include “Electronic-digital 
communications issues” i.e. broadband wi-fi etc. 

to include open spaces:  
 
Protection of open spaces and the countryside or beaches 
 
“Highway safety, traffic, accessibility or parking issues” will be 
amended to read: 
 
“Accessibility for all modes of transport, Hhighway safety, 
accessibility or parking issues where these relate to planning.” 
 
Electronic-digital communications will be added as a new 
material consideration: 
 
“Electronic communications infrastructure issues” 
 

Natural England We are supportive of the principle of meaningful and 
early engagement of the general community, 
community organisations and statutory bodies in local 
planning matters, both in terms of shaping policy and 
participating in the process of determining planning 
applications. Information on the planning service we 
offer, including advice on how to consult us, can be 
found here. 

Comments noted.  

Mr Osment Re: List of SCI General Consultation Bodies 
 
Add me to the list in my role as Chair of the Adur Access 
and Mobility Group. Also add my role as a Trustee of 
Mobility Charity, Freedom Powerchairs, which operate 

Comments noted. Adur Access and Mobility Group and 
Freedom Powerchairs have been added to the Planning Policy 
‘keep informed’ databases. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
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across both Adur and Worthing. The list of General Consultation Bodies has been written in a 
broad format as it is recognised that some local organisations 
change name / merge with other organisations or discontinue 
their operations etc. Should local organisations be specifically 
listed, this would mean that the SCI would have to be 
frequently updated. The list refers to ‘groups for people with 
disabilities.’ 

Southern Gas 
Network 

SGN is preparing for the next Price Control Period (RIIO-
GD2), due to commence 2021, and welcomes all input 
from Local Authorities that provides intelligence on 
proposed development within their respective areas. 
This information will assist us in identifying potential 
growth and associated reinforcement requirements. 
SGN would therefore request that, where the Council 
are in discussions with developers via the Local Plan, 
early notification requirements are highlighted. 

The Councils will continue to consult SGN on the preparation 
of Local Plans and Infrastructure Delivery Plans. 

Southern Water We have reviewed the document and are pleased to 
note a requirement to consult specific consultation 
bodies (which includes water and sewerage 
undertakers) at key stages of the Local Plan and 
Neighbourhood Plan process. In addition to this, whilst 
not a statutory consultee on planning applications, it is 
important that Southern Water is consulted on major 
applications that may impact on the provision of water 
and/or wastewater services to existing customers, or for 
example, if the proposed development affects access to 
or the efficient operation of Southern Water’s 
infrastructure. 

Comments noted - where appropriate, Southern Water will 
continue to be consulted at an early stage on all relevant 
planning applications. 
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Sustrans Response concerns section 4 - Development 
Management - highlighting the lack of an effective 
process by which the community can make constructive 
contributions to transport planning in major new 
developments. There are examples (planning 
applications) showing that all four key consultation 
principles (para 2.4) of the draft SCI have not been 
applied in the context of transport planning. In particular 
to “make it easy for the public to be involved” and 
“make sure the public’s involvement counts.”  
 

Feedback is noted and Adur & Worthing Councils is 
committed to reviewing best practice and to identify areas of 
the application process which would benefit by being 
improved. 

Sustrans Community involvement on transport needs to happen 
much earlier in the planning process.  

Feedback is noted and Adur & Worthing Councils is 
committed to reviewing best practice and to identify areas of 
the application process which would benefit by being 
improved. 

Sustrans There needs to be something in the SCI to ensure that 
developers’ consultations are meaningful and sincere.  

Para 4.10 has been strengthened: 
 
“In addition, developers have a significant key role to play in 
involving the local community and other stakeholders in the 
design of their proposals at a preliminary stage prior to 
formalising their schemes for submission as a planning 
application. Adur & Worthing Councils strongly recommend 
that developers undertake this approach for major 
development proposals, 

Sustrans The presentation of documents in the Planning Portal is 
a significant barrier to public involvement.  

This is acknowledged. However, one of the key challenges 
with determining major planning applications is the suite of 
documents submitted by the applicant. Plans may get revised 
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and therefore original plans are superseded but retained on 
the public register for comparison purposes. The application 
register does provide a filtering system by double clicking on 
the relevant orange heading. 

Sustrans Transport policies, particularly with regard to cycling and 
walking, require the ‘material consideration’, provided 
by Supplementary Planning Documents.  

It is proposed to amend paragraph 4.19: 
 
“Accessibility for all modes of transport, Hhighway safety, 
accessibility or parking issues where these relate to planning.” 

Sustrans The Adur & Worthing Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan presents an opportunity to at least 
help set the context for other major developments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan is being 
prepared with stakeholders from local cycling and walking 
groups in Adur and Worthing. Stakeholders are helping to 
identify cycling and walking routes to be considered for 
prioritisation. 

The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Para 2.9 - Why not notify all? If by email then there is no 
extra cost. The topic may after all be of interest. 

The Council maintains a consultee database where the 
majority of general consultation bodies can be contacted via 
email. Generally, the Council will notify all general 
consultation bodies especially on consultations that cover a 
broad range of policy subjects i.e. the Local Plan. However, 
there are some consultations that relate to a very specific 
policy subject area and in this instance, the Council will use 
their discretion. 
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The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Para 2.14 - Will there be an explanation how to access 
and will there be the ability to access from libraries? 

The paragraph will be amended to provide clarity on 
computer access: 
 
“Computers are provided for public use in reception areas at 
Portland House (Worthing) and The Shoreham Centre 
(Shoreham-by-Sea) during office opening hours (09:00am to 
5:00pm Monday to Friday) to access consultation documents 
online. Libraries in Adur and Worthing have free Wi-Fi as well 
as computers with internet access. In addition, IT Junction 
provides a service hosted in a neighbourhood venue where 
residents over 18 years of age can gain free access to a 
computer and the internet. There is no need to book, just pop 
in and someone will be there to help. Further information on 
venues and their opening times can be found here: 
https://itjunction.org.uk/” 
 

The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Para 2.16 - Not everyone is on Twitter and / or Facebook 
and we would hope that social networking is used as an 
addition rather than a replacement for other electronic 
means. 

Comments are noted. The use of social media is an additional 
consultation tool which is considered to be effective with 
engaging young audiences and those who have limited time. 
Paragraphs 2.13 - 2.23 set out other consultation methods 
that are used. 

The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Table 1 - Regulation 19. Why is there a need to resubmit 
unresolved objections at Regulation 19? 

The Planning Inspector only considers representations that 
are submitted during Regulation 19 as it is considered that 
these representations (objections) are unresolved. Therefore 
should representors who submitted a representation during 
Regulation 18 consider that their objection remains 

https://itjunction.org.uk/
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unresolved, they need to resubmit again in order for it to be 
considered by the Planning Inspector. Explanation is provided 
within the table but this will be highlighted in bold. 
 

The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Table 2 - register contact details - perhaps a tick box to 
register starting with the Local Plan and running through 
to Sustainability Appraisal could be used. 

Suggestion is noted.  
 

The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Para 2.36 - There appears to be an overly lenient 
approach to enforcing the full or even partial amounts 
recently in order for developers to proceed with 
schemes. Surely the Council is losing out on valuable 
resources and developers should be encouraged to 
come up with more viable schemes. It is easier for them 
to show the financial faults with their favoured schemes 
if they know the Council is likely to back down. 

In these instances, developers have submitted evidence, 
through viability assessments pertaining to the viability of 
delivering schemes.  Where appropriate, in line with national 
guidance, these are then reviewed by independent specialists. 
 

The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Para 4.2 - Note “and requiring statutory consultation.” 
Elsewhere the Council have noted that they will only 
publish those required by statute plans plus other 
applications they may decide to publish but not all - and 
we see that it is now the same with street / site notices 
which reduces the opportunities for the general public 
to find out what development is going on in time to 
comment. 

See amendment proposed for para 4.6. 

The Goring and 
Ilex Conservation 
Group 

Para 4.6 - see response to para 4.2 There is a much greater availability of digital forms of 
communication to enable the respective Council to publicise 
matters. We recognise that direct neighbour notification 
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letters are usually a very effective means of communication.  
 
Paragraph 4.6 will be amended as follows: 
 
“Site notices will be displayed for 21 days on or close to the 
site of all planning applications which have been subject to a 
newspaper advertisement, and also for developments where 
neighbour notification letters cannot be sent because there 
are no readily identifiable neighbouring addresses. Where the 
Council considers that a proposal could benefit from wider 
publicity, the Council will undertake additional publicity to 
advertise the proposal.” 

West Sussex 
County Council 

It is noted that paragraph 2.3 does not state that West 
Sussex County Council is a partner in the Shoreham 
Harbour Joint Area Action Plan (JAAP).  This paragraph 
also states “Shoreham harbour” is preparing the JAAP, 
rather than “Shoreham Harbour Regeneration 
Partnership”.  The following wording is suggested: 
  
“The Shoreham Harbour Regeneration Partnership is 
preparing a Joint Area Action Plan (JAAP) which will 
become part of the Development Plan for the area. The 
Shoreham Harbour Regeneration Partnership is made 
up of Adur District Council, Brighton & Hove City 
Council, West Sussex County Council and Shoreham 
Port Authority.” 
  
  
Paragraph 4.12 regards the definition of major 

Comments are noted. Suggested amendments provided in 
bold will be incorporated. 
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development.  This is required to include Waste and 
Minerals development, and could include signposts to 
refer to the Waste and Minerals Plans of West Sussex 
County Council.  While not referred to directly in the 
NPPF, the “Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015” page 5 
states that Waste and Minerals are major 
development.  Page 68 of the revised NPPF refers to the 
“Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015” in 
defining the other aspects of major development, 
meaning this legislation is current. Owing to this as a 
county matter, the following wording is proposed: 
  
“Major’ comprises: 

 Any residential development of 10 or more 
homes 

 A residential outline application without any 
specified number—a site of at least 0.5 hectare 

 For any other development—a floor area of 1,000 
square metres or more, or a site area of 1 hectare 
or more.” 

 the winning and working of minerals or the use 
of land for mineral-working deposits; 

 waste development” 
  
  
Paragraph 2.8 should include Shoreham Port Authority 
as a relevant consultee. They are a partner in the 
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Shoreham Harbour Joint Area Action Plan and have 
consulted on applications within Adur district. 
Paragraph 2.8 also contains a typo “However, these 
organisations are only consulted if they are made known 
to the Councils.” 
  

 


