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Dear Sir, 

 

You may recall that we wrote to you in March 2017 to discuss our plans under the Marine 

and Coastal Access Act 2009 to improve public access on foot along the coast from 

Shoreham by Sea to Eastbourne.  

Our duty under this legislation is to make proposals to the Secretary of State for a long 

distance walking route around the English coast and for an adjoining margin of land (‘the 

coastal margin’) where the public will also have a right of access on foot. 

This letter, and the accompanying map, set out our initial conclusions for how these 

new arrangements might work on coastal land which you own.   

If you would like to comment on them, suggest alternatives, or meet with us to discuss them, 

please reply using the contact details at the top of the letter. Please do so before 27th April  

2018 to ensure that we take your views into account in good time before we make our formal 

proposals to the Secretary of State later this year. Ideally in future we would like to use e 

mail as our method of contact with you, therefore please respond to us where possible by 

using the above e mail address. We would prefer to send you a link to the report of our 

proposals later this year by e mail, unless you specify that you require a printed copy. 

It’s important to note that there will be no new public access rights to the coast in this area 

until proposals have been approved by the Secretary of State. Prior to this you will be sent 

the relevant sections of final report that refer to the land owned or managed by you, with 

guidance on how you may submit an objection or representation if you so wish to do so.  

Our initial conclusions for coastal access arrangements on your land (see also 

enclosed map) 

The England Coast Path and proposed alternative route/s 
Our preferred route for the England Coast Path is shown on the accompanying map.  
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The Coastal Margin 

The map shows what land would be included in the coastal margin under our proposals if 
they were approved. The public would have a right of access on foot to all land within the 
margin unless it qualifies as excepted land such as buildings and their curtilage. 
Coastal access rights do not prevent any land from being developed or redeveloped in the 
future.  
 
We do not intend to propose any additional land on the landward side of the route as coastal 

margin. 

Reduced liability  

Land subject to coastal access rights benefits from the lowest level of occupiers’ liability 
known under English law – considerably lower than the duty of care owed towards 
trespassers on private land, and this applies to both natural and man-made features. This 
makes it extremely unlikely in normal circumstances that an occupier could successfully be 
sued in relation to injury on land with coastal access rights. 
 
Infrastructure requirements  
 
We do not expect that any large scale infrastructure will be required in this location, however 
it may be necessary to way-mark the route by placing small signs on existing infrastructure 
on your land e.g. fences, posts or gates. Any additional items of infrastructure necessary will 
be maintained by West Sussex County Council. 
 
Route overview 

From west to east, the proposed line of the trail is to use the swing bridge over the River 

Adur and at the pedestrian traffic lights to cross the A259 coast road to follow East Street at 

Shoreham by Sea. The trail will then follow New Road to join the pavement along the north 

side of Brighton Road. Towards the Lifeboat Station the trail crosses the coast road using a 

road island to Kingston Beach and Lighthouse. The trail then returns to Brighton Road using 

the pavement eastwards to the traffic lights at Kingston Road, where it crosses to the north 

side of the road. Just to the west of Nautilus House, the trail uses the pedestrian traffic lights 

to again cross the A259 to access the lock Gates and the promenade beside Basin Road 

South at Southwick. 

Note that this proposal is expected to be a temporary arrangement, as there are future 

proposals to create a public walk and cycle route along the northern side of the river upon a 

sea defence from Shoreham by Sea to the Lifeboat Station at Kingston Beach opposite the 

mouth of the River Adur. Once this is completed, it is intended that the trail route will then be 

relocated to the waterfront walkway with a variation order to the Secretary of State. 

You will also find additional information at our website at 

www.naturalengland.org.uk/coastalaccess .  The website includes a link to the revised 

Coastal Access Scheme, which sets out the approach we now must follow in preparing our 

coastal access proposals. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

David Pearce 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/coastalaccess


 

 

Lead Adviser 

 

 

 


