Exhibition produced hy Béthune-Bruay Tourist Office in the frame of the centenary of the Battle of the Boar’s Head 30th June 1916- 30th June 2016
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DE FRATERNITE

100 years of fraternity

THE BATTLE OF THE BOAR'S HEAD

The exhibition entitled “Richebourg-Worthing: 100 Years of Fraternity” aims to illustrate the ties which formed between Richebourg and Worthing after the First
World War. The Battle of the Boar’s Head marked the beginning of a close relationship between these two towns; a relationship which still endures today.

Recruitment poster distributed
in Sussex

SAVE SUSSEX FROM THIS.
The Mighty German Forces

are almost as near Sussex
as London is to Brighton.

JOIN THEMI§HQH’£§DOWNS

and Shield Sussex from what
the Germans are doing to

The Royal Sussex Regiment badge
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12th Battalion with Nelson Carter in the middle

13th Battalion of Royal Sussex Regiment
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Trench Map of the Ferme du Bois

The Royal Sussex Regiment

In September 1914, Colonel Claude Lowther received authorisation from the War Office
torecruit 1000 male volunteers to provide reinforcements for the Royal Sussex Regiment.
Two recruitment campaigns were held in Sussex as part of Kitchener’s plan to form a
New Army. One in the west and one in the east, primarily in coastal towns such as
Hastings, Bexhill, Eastbourne, Brighton, Worthing and Bognor.

The new recruits from southern England were for the most part true pals. The 11th,
12th and 13th battalions formed the 116th South Downs Brigade of the 39th Division
and were nicknamed “Lowther’s Lambs™ after their recruiter and their mascot, a lamb
named Peter.

After training at Cooden Camp near Bexhill, the soldiers left Southampton for Le Havre
on 4 March 1916 and were billeted in Estaires and Neuf-Berquin. On the 11 June, they
began to prepare for their first action. This would be the diversion of 30 June; the aim
of this action was to make the enemy believe that the major offensive would take place
In Richebourg and not the Somme. Initial plans proposed that the 11th Battalion would
lead the attack, accompanied by the 12th on the right, with the 13th in reserve, but
Lieutenant-Colonel Grisewood refused, not wishing to sacrifice his men. In the end,
Major G. H. Harrison commanded the 12th and 13th Battalions as well as half of the
11th Battalion.

The battle

The preliminary bombardments began at 02:50 in the morning; ladders were raised
against the walls of the English trenches so the soldiers could climb up. The 11th Battalion
lost 116 men, all whilst supplying equipment to the 12th and 13th Battalions. The 12th
occupied the line of trenches at Ferme du Bois; the British artillery bombarded the
enemy trenches at 03:05. The South Downs Battalions fought for almost 5 hours, but
the German troops were aware of the attack in advance and were ready. A solider told
how the Germans said: “Come on, Sussex boys. We’ve been waiting for you for three
days!” Heavy bombardment of the frontline and communication trenches prevented the
arrival of reinforcements.

The Battle of the Boar’s Head, named after the shape of the enemy salient, took the
lives of 349 soldiers and 17 officers in less than 5 hours; 1000 soldiers were captured or
injured. 30 June 1916isregardedin England as “The Day Sussex Died.” Commemorations
are held each year on the last weekend of June at Saint Vaast Post Military Cemetery on
Rue des Charbonniers in Richebourg.

Commemoration of the Battle of the Boar’s Head at the Saint Vaast Post Military Cemetery
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Exhibition produced by Béthune-Bruay Tourist Office in the frame of the centenary of the Battle of the Boar’s Head 30th June 1916- 30th June 2016

REMEMBRANGE

Remembrance sites

DE FRATERNITE

100 years of fraternity

The soldiers of the Royal Sussex Regiment who fought in the Battle of Boar’s Head on 30 June 1916 are buried in

several cemeteries:

 Bethune Town Cemetery
* Longuenesse Souvenir Cemetery
 Rue-des-Berceaux Military Cemetery, Richebourg

e Saint Vaast Post Cemetery, Richebourg, where almost 76 soldiers are buried

e Windy Corner Cemetery, Cuinchy

* Royal Irish Rifles Graveyard, Laventie
 Merville Communal Cemetery

e (Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez

Those whose bodies were never found are commemorated by the Loos Memorial at Dud Corner Cemetery in Loos-en-
Gohelle. The cemeteries and the memorial are managed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

Soldiers’ portraits

Nelson Victor Carter, Sergeant Major Compagny, is interred at the Royal Irish Rifles Cemetery in Laventie (VI. CH. 17). Originally from Eastbourne
In Sussex, he belonged to the 12th Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment. He was awarded the Victoria Cross for overpowering a German
machine gun and bringing several of his injured comrades back from no man’s land to the trench. He died during the Battle of the Boar’s Head
at the age of 29 from a bullet to the chest as he returned to the frontline. A commemorative monument will be unveiled in his honour on 2 July
2016 at Hailsham in England, 100 years after his act of bravery.

John Searle, originally from Durrington, was the youngest of five brothers. He was only 14 when he enlisted in April 1915 and was not yet 16 when he took part in the Battle of the Boar’s Head as
part of B Company in the 12th Battalion. His body has never been found and his name is listed on the Loos Memorial.
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JOINED WHEN ONLY FOUETEER !

Young Durrington Soldiar

Tha Youngest of Five Brothers
Sarving.
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Born in London in 1896, Edmund Blunden enlisted with the Royal Sussex Regiment at the age of 18 and became a member of the 11th Battalion. He went on to take part in the Battle of Ypres and
the Battle of the Somme. He survived the war without any physical injury, but returned to England profoundly affected by what he had experienced. He later recorded these experiences in his book
“Undertones of War”. The following is an extract: “Even now, we apprehended that a fresh forlorn hope might be demanded of the brigade. What the brigade felt was summed up by some sentry
who, asked by the General next morning what he thought of the attack, answered in the roundest fashion, « like a butcher’s shop ». Our own trenches had been turned into an Aceldama. Every
prominent point behind, Factory Trench, Chocolate Menier Corner, and so on, was now unkindly ploughed up with heavy shells. Roads and tracks were blocked and exposed.”
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Exposition réalisée par I'office de tourisme de Béthune-Bruay dans le cadre du centenaire de la Bataille de la Téte de Sanglier 30 juin 1916-30 juin 2016

'AIDE APPORTEE D’OUTRE-MANCHE

AID FROM ACROSS THE CHANNEL

Le rdle de la British League of Help

La « British League of Help for devasted areas in the North of France » voit le jour le 30
juin 1920 et est active jusqu’en 1927. Son role est d’apporter de 'aide aux régions
dévastées du Nord de la France.

Cette Ligue est créée grace a l'initiative de Marcel Braibant, conseiller général des
Ardennes et de Lady Bathurst, héritiere du journal « The Morning Post ». Cette derniere,
tres choquee par les dommages de guerre a Noyon, Passel et Ville, écrit a Gwynne et
Knox, deux éditeurs de Londres et Paris, qui soutiendront la fondation de la Ligue et
ses futures actions.

Son comité central basé a Londres est composé de personnalités qui servent la
cause : ’Ambassadeur de France, le Premier Ministre britannique, le Cardinal Bourne,
Lord Derby, Winston Churchill, le Général Seely et le Maire de Londres. Il faut ajouter
a cette liste, le Vicomte Burnham propriétaire du « Daily Telegraph », trois membres
de la sociéete franco-britannique, deux membres de I’Entente Cordiale, trois membres
de I'association de Grande-Bretagne et de France et trois représentants militaires.
L’objectif de la Ligue est d’encourager les villes britanniques a devenir ¢ marraines )
(« godparents ») d’une ville ou de plusieurs villages francais. En effet, au lendemain de
la guerre, il est urgent pour le Nord de la France de reprendre une activité agricole et
industrielle ; I'aide provenant desdommages de guerre tardanta arriverdanslesrégions
rurales, ce sont principalement des villages qui sont aidés par I’Angleterre. Pour cela,
la Ligue organise des reunions publiques, edite des brochures de promotion et prévoit
des voyages en France pour sensibiliser les maires britanniques aux dommages de
guerre et a I'adoption.

THE DEVASTATED AREAS o |
OF FRANCE le territoire frangais.

Les villes « marraines » de guerre

Pour les villes anglaises, le choix d’une commune frangaise se fait souvent selon le lien militaire qui les unit. C’est |le cas de la ville de Worthing qui adopte Richebourg I’Avoué car beaucoup
FOR de soldats originaires du Sussex y sont morts durant |la Bataille de la Téte de Sanglier en 1916. Ce lien tres fort permet aussi a la ville britannique de commémorer ses soldats morts sur

THE BRITISH LEAGUE Ol HELP
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Devastated France
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Brochure de promotion de la British League of Help

AM STREET - LONDON . W . 1

En-téte de la brochure de promotion de la British League of Help

Visite de la British League of Help a la cathédrale d’Arras en 1919 -

Une fois 'adoption réalisee, les « marraines » s’entendent avec les villes frangaises sur la nature des dons a envoyer et font le nécessaire pour rassembler des fonds. Il s’agit principalement
de vétements, d’outils agricoles et de graines de semence qui améliorent le quotidien des habitants. Quelques villes font des dons plus originaux tels que 150 pigeons, offerts par Newcastle
a Arras, pour rappeler 'usage des pigeons messagers pendant la guerre. La Ligue aide a 'acheminement de tous ces dons offerts par ’Angleterre en France.

En janvier 1921, le premier rapport annuel de la Ligue indigue que 59 villes anglaises ont adopté 79 communes frangaises. Au total, selon Bryan F. Lewis, 93 villes britanniques adoptent
98 villes francaises.

La Ligue connait un franc succes de 1920 a 1921, puis décline, son programme étant repris par les villes « marraines ».

Sur le territoire de Béthune-Bruay, plusieurs villes ont été adoptées par I’Angleterre : Bethune par Bristol, Cambrin par Southwark, Givenchy-les-la-Bassée par Liverpool, Festubert par
Southport, Neuve-Chapelle par Blackpool, et enfin Richebourg I’Avoué par Worthing dont les liens sont toujours omnipresents aujourd’hui. Il ne faut pas oublier que de nombreuses villes
du Nord sont adoptées par des villes du Sud de la France. C’est le cas de Richebourg Saint Vaast, adoptée par Salies-de-Bearn située dans les Basses Pyrenees. Apres la Premiere Guerre
mondiale, Richebourg I’Avoué et Richebourg Saint Vaast sont alors deux communes bien distinctes, jusqu’a leur fusion en 1971.
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WORTHING'S ADOPTED TOWN.
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Exhibition produced by Béthune-Bruay Tourist Office in the frame of the centenary of the Battle of the Boar’s Head 30th June 1916- 30th June 2016

HISTORY OF AN ADOPTION

1921: The Year of Official Visits hetween Worthing
and Richebourg-I'Avoué

A pivotal visit

Deputy Mayor Alderman Whyte and Town Councillor Mercier visited Fortuné Boulinguez in February 1921. Mrs Ellen
Chapman was unfortunately unwell, and therefore unable to accompany them. Questioned by the “Worthing Herald”
on 12 February 1921, Mr Whyte said:

« What struck me more than anything else was the progress that the people have made on their own account. They are
working, and working very hard, and a great many of the fields which were pitted with shell-holes have been levelled,
ploughed and sown. There are good prospects of crops later on. The people are living almost exclusively in huts {(...) :
they are small and not really so comfortable as the ordinary wooden Army huts. There is a certain number of these as
well”.

During their three-day trip, the British officials spent their first night in Béthune and their second in Arras. They visited
Givenchy-les-la-Bassée, Vimy, La Bassée, the Indian Memorial at Neuve-Chapelle and the Loos Memorial at Dud
Corner in Loos-en-Gohelle, where many soldiers from Worthing were commemorated. In Richebourg-I’Avoué, they
encountered a ruined church, cemeteries and trenches in which the Royal Sussex Regiment had fought. The village
was slowly emerging from the ruins; there had been 2000 inhabitants before the war, yet only 1000 returned in 1921.

During their visit to the village school, Messrs Whyte and Mercier met the 84 pupils who were waiting impatiently for
their school to be rebuilt. They also met the headmaster who promised that the geography of Sussex and the history
of the town of Worthing would be taught to the children of Richebourg. The latter also asked the seaside town for
postcards to decorate the classrooms. Pupils at the girls’ school in Worthing would later correspond in French with
the schoolchildren of Richebourg.

Even though the financial situation in Worthing was not secure, the British officials agreed to support Richebourg-
’Avoué, which was in difficult circumstances. Mr Whyte identified the urgent needs of the population: grain, potatoes,
kitchen utensils (pots, pans, etc.) and garden tools (scythes, harrows, spades, forks, rakes, etc.). Before the war, the
primary agricultural crop grown around Richebourg was sugar beet; as the sugar factories had been destroyed during
the war, the farmers turned to grains and potatoes.
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Rue du Bois after the war

Temporary home for the Dubrulle family in 1919 Firt mess celebrating the return of the first inhabitants to Richebourg on 6 April 1919
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Exposition réalisée par I'office de tourisme de Béthune-Bruay dans le cadre du centenaire de la Bataille de la Téte de Sanglier 30 juin 1916-30 juin 2016

HISTOIRE D'UNE ADOPTION
HISTORY OF AN ADOPTION

1921, I'année des visites officielles entre Worthing
et Richebourg-I"Avoué

Un lien durable naissant
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En juin, Mrs Ellen Chapman se rend a Richebourg et loge a Arras. Elle rapporte qu’en parcourant les 18 kilometres qui
separent Arras et Richebourg, elle ne voit aucune maison debout. A I’école, une petite fille de 11 ans lui lit une lettre
indiguant combien les habitants de Richebourg ont aimé les soldats britanniques pendant la guerre. Elle ajoute qu’ils
se sentent moins seuls parce gu’ils savent qu’en Angleterre, leurs amis pensent a eux.

En juillet, c’est au tour de M. Boulinguez de rendre visite a Ellen Chapman. Il participe a de nombreux évenements,
dont une réception en présence de plusieurs donateurs a la Tudor Lodge. Il y fait un discours et dépose ensuite une
couronne de fleurs au nouveau mémorial de Worthing. De retour en France, il envoie une lettre de remerciements a
Ellen Chapman parue dans la « Worthing Gazette » du 10 aout 1921 :

« Quel plaisir de replonger dans mes souvenirs de Worthing. Il me tarde tant de revoir cette magnifique ville cotiere
donnant sur I'immensité de la mer et sillonnée de routes asphaltées impeccables, sans parler des hotels tous plus
somptueux les uns que les autres. Ces lieux m’ont tellement enchante que j'éprouve souvent la sensation d’avoir
quitte le Paradis pour retourner en Enfer... Chere Mme Chapman, je compte sur vous pour transmettre aux membres
dévoués du Comité toute ma reconnaissance pour le sacrifice auquel ils ont consenti dans notre interét et pour
leur grandeur d’ame, que je n’ai pas manqué de remarquer au cours de nos différents entretiens. Les intentions qui
animent votre Conseil sont réellement admirables. Richebourg-I’Avoué percgoit la formidable volonté dont vous faites
preuve pour nous aider a apaiser nos tourments. Tous les habitants de Worthing qui souhaiteraient visiter notre village
ou en decouvrir les zones devastees sont les bienvenus. ).

Malheureusement aucune correspondance entre les deux maires n’a eté conservee en France et en Angleterre. Mais

la presse britannique, riche d’informations, a permis de retracer I’évolution des liens entre les deux villes. Le West
Sussex Gounty Council Library Service de Worthing conserve ces articles de presse.

Wedneeday, Angust 10th, 1921; .................................. Ll & b 1
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COUNCIL DEPUTATION'S IMPRESSIONS OF TRESTING_EXPERENCE -
RICHEBOURG L’AVOUE  ERIEND -

© West Sussex County Council Library Service: Worthing Library
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100 years of fraternity

Exhibition produced by Béthune-Bruay Tourist Office in the frame of the centenary of the Battle of the Boar’s Head 30th June 1916- 30th June 2016

HISTORY OF AN ADOPTION

Mobilisation of the Inhabitants of Worthing

A number of collections were held for the inhabitants of Richebourg-I’Avoué throughout 1921.

At the start of the year, 200 people were invited to Steyne Hotel by the owners, Mr and Mrs Kordina, for a costume
party. Prizes were awarded for costumes in various categories and a cards competition was held. A total of £32 was
collected. The names of donors were listed in full in the local press.

In February, a special religious service was held at Saint Paul’s Church in Worthing to inform churchgoers about the
collection for the inhabitants of Richebourg. Reading the first verse from the First Book of Samuel, the vicar referred
to the bonds of friendship between David and Jonathan and compared these bonds to those which united Worthing
and Richebourg-I’Avoué. After the mass, the audience was invited to enjoy some refreshments at the Town Hall where
donations were collected.

In March, a public meeting was held at the Town Hall to present information about the aid sent to Richebourg-I’Avoué
since the start of the adoption:

- 6 bags of clothing and blankets and £45 on 24 December 1920

- 3 bags of clothing and £46 on 1 February 1921

- 3 crates of kitchen utensils and garden tools and £48 on 22 February 1921

- 2 sacks of grain and potatoes and £12 on 24 February 1921

- 4 bags of clothing and shoes and £56 on 2 March 1921

A subscription also collected £368 and charitable institutions provided £24.

The meeting also gave an account of the visit by Messrs Whyte and Mercier to Richebourg-I’Avoué in February 1921.
Some inhabitants of Worthing were divided over the idea of helping the town of Richebourg, as their own town was
already experiencing financial difficulties. A member of the British League of Help who was present at the meeting
recollected that the town was helped in the past and that it would be happy to receive this assistance again if it felt
the need.

In April, another ball was held at Warne’s Hotel. Prizes were awarded for the most beautiful costumes and the best
dancers. An Australian, Miss Constance Austin, paid tribute to France by singing the Marseillaise and Ellen Chapman

donated £59. Charity events were held in Worthing until 1923, but donations fell gradually as time passed.

In December, 12 crates of donations were sent to Richebourg for Christmas. They contained toys for the children
which were given to the youngest inhabitants on 24 December.

Worthingalso contributed 1452 francstothe construction of the localmonumentforRichebourg-I’Avoué and Richebourg-

Saint-Vaast.
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DE FRATERNITE

100 years of fraternity

Exhibition produced by Béthune-Bruay Tourist Office in the frame of the centenary of the Battle of the Boar’s Head 30th June 1916- 30th June 2016

HISTORY OF AN ADOPTION

Richebourg-Worthing: 100 years on

Worthing was one of the many British towns to take on the challenge of rebuilding northern France, which had been
left In ruins after the First World War. Led by its wonderful mayor, Mrs Ellen Chapman, Worthing adopted the commune
of Richebourg-I’Avoué, which had been completely destroyed.

The relationship between the two towns survived for many years, but was then gradually forgotten.

As part of the centenary commemorations, the town of Richebourg is delighted to have been able to re-establish
the ties which united it to the town of Worthing, almost one hundred years later. In fact, for the last 15 years or so,
commemorations of the Battle of the Boar’s Head have been held each year in June at the Saint Vaast Post Cemetery
In Richebourg, thanks to the efforts of Mr John Baines of the “Royal Sussex Living History Group”.

The town of Richebourg is also proud that the new road leading to the new schools was given the name of “Worthing”
in 2015, thereby engraving the name in the history of the commune. This choice has also ensured that the memory of

“The Day Sussex Died” is kept alive.

Richebourg hopes that the strong relationship established at the start of the 20th century is permanently resurrected
for the start of the 21st century, through exchanges with Worthing, particularly among young people.

“Despite all the years that have passed, the memory remains intact, the gratitude unfailing and the memory eternal.”

Geérard Delahaye
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Official meeting between the First Deputy Mayor of Richebourg and Worthing’s mayor in April 2016 in Worthing Official meeting between the First Deputy Mayor of Richebourg and Worthing’s mayor in April 2016 in Worthing
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